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de Soubise, de Luxembourg, de Maurepas, de Brancas, and
several others, especially the boasted Hotel de Richelieu,
and could not perceive any difference, but in the more or
less gold, more or less baubles on the chimneys and tables;
and that now and then Vanloo has sprawled goddesses over
the doors, and, at other times, Boucher.    There is a routine
for their furniture as much as for their phrases, and an
exceeding want of invention in both.    As to a comfortable
chamber for winter, they have no more notion of it than
Queen Er&de"gonde had.   In short, their whole system of
habitation is to me absurd; yet as I shall have the more
merit if I can succeed in executing your commands, Madam,
there is nothing I will not try, if you will be so good as to
explain your intention a little farther.   May the mouldings
or laguettes be carved? may there be any ornament to the
ceiling or cornice ? may the chimney be widened, without
which it can never be a French chimney, which is always
very low and straddling? may the corners of the doors be
rounded off,  without which the panels must be square
too, and then they will be English doors?   All these,
I doubt, are necessary demands, and at last, I fear, the
proportions of the windows and  doors will destroy all
Gallicism.   However, I will neglect nothing on my part.
I have consulted Madame de Surgere too, whom you know,
and   who is reckoned to understand  these things;  she
wants more information ; and it will be the impracticability,
not our faults, if you are not pleased, Madam.

The Dauphin's death1 has stifled aU diversions, but will
increase mine, by bringing more people to Paris.

His whole behaviour was good nature and good sense.
It was one of the few deaths (I mean of those who die in
public) void of pedantry, affectation, or bigotry. It is plain

i On Dec. 20,1765.Duchesse de Grammont,     Laurence Dundas, the rich English
